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Streets cordoned off as six fire engines tackle fire at hairdressers

Investigators find the
cause of salon blaze

Man denies threatening staff with machete

YESTERDAY’S WEB VIEW YESTERDAY’S TOP STORIES
Backtrack over buggy safety kit: ‘How
about a simple leaflet just saying
“please do not be stupid enough to let
your child anywhere near the buggy
when you are folding or unfolding it?”’

www.northamptonchron.co.uk

1. Fire forces evacuation of family
2. BMX bikers town centre protest
3. House price rise after shortage
4. Mourners line the streets for soldiers
5. ‘Use it or lose it’ warns trader

Visit www.northamptonchron.co.uk

TOMORROW

A BOND girl will entertain
guests at a hotel in
Northampton this month
while raising money for a
cancer charity. A ladies day
will be held at Lime Trees
Hotel, Barrack Road,
Northampton, on Thursday
to raise money for Marie
Curie Cancer Care. Bond girl
Shirley Eaton, whose career
hit international status
when she played Jill
Masterson in Goldfinger in
1964, will speak at the event.
Guests will also be
entertained with a fashion
show. Tickets cost £25 and
are available by calling
Northampton 442312.

■■ PARKS and open spaces
in Weston and Abington

will be discussed during a
meeting of the area’s
neighbourhood partnership
on Wednesday. The public
meeting will be held at the
Abington Avenue United
Reform Church, from 7pm.

■■ PLANS to build an 82-
berth marina at Becket’s

Park in the centre of
Northampton are due to be
approved by members of the
West Northamptonshire
Development Corporation
(WNDC) on Tuesday. The
WNDC’s planning committee
is expected to approve the
scheme during its meeting, at
Franklin’s Gardens, at 6pm.

■■ A LORRY and a Land
Rover were involved in a

collision on the M1 towards
the county border.
Firefighters were called to
the scene, at 12.48pm
yesterday, on the M1
southbound between
junctions 18 and 19.

Golden Bond girl
gives charity talk

NEWSBRIEFS
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Jefferson Lake on
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A MAN has appeared in court
charged with threatening super-
market staff with a “plastic
machete”.

David Harvey, aged 43, from
Yelvertoft Road, Northampton,
pleaded not guilty to a charge of
threatening staff at the Asda
superstore in Kingsthorpe.

Yesterday Northampton Mag-

istrates’ Court heard Harvey was
in the supermarket with his wife
at about 3pm on October 11.

Prosecuting, Colin McGregor
told the court staff at the super-
market challenged Mr Harvey
because they thought he was
about to steal goods.

He then left the shop but
returned with a “large machete”

in his hand. Mr Harvey claims
the weapon was a plastic chil-
dren’s knife he had in the back of
his car.

He was bailed and ordered not
to return to the Asda superstore
in Harborough Road, Kingsthorpe.

The case was then adjourned
and will be heard by magistrates
at a later date.■■ Asda store in Kingsthorpe

A HUGE blaze which brought
parts of Northampton town
centre to a standstill was
caused by a faulty water heater,
fire investigators have con-
firmed.

The fire destroyed Bonds Beauty
Salon, in The Drapery, when it broke
out just after 8am yesterday. At one
point six fire engines were at the
scene. Passers-by described seeing
smoke billowing from the salon above
Johnsons Dry Cleaners as police
diverted buses and taxis away from the
busy thoroughfare.

Eyewitness, Natalie Bartosiak, said:
“About 8.40am I was on my way to

work and it was cordoned off. They
wouldn’t let me walk down The Drap-
ery, I had to walk around by the mar-
ket square.

“There was black smoke coming
out of the building and there were
lots of fire engines.”

Firefighters were called to salon
at about 8.15am. Crews entered neigh-
bouring properties to stop the fire
from spreading and cordoned off The
Drapery to members of the public.

A spokeswoman for the fire ser-
vice said: “At 8.15am we were called to
reports of smoke in the area of a hair-

dressers in The Drapery. It was a
salon above the dry cleaners.

“We had six appliances at the scene
– one from The Mounts and Mere-
way, two from Moulton, one from
Wellingborough and one from Long
Buckby.

“We also had an aerial platform

from Moulton in attendance and the
incident command unit from Daven-
try.

“We requested a visit from fire
investigation officers.”

A spokeswoman for Northampton-
shire Police said officers were called
to the fire to help the fire service keep

the road clear. Taxis and buses were
diverted away from the scene.

Head of operations for Northamp-
tonshire Fire & Rescue Service Phil
Pells said officers expected to remain
at the scene for most of the day.

He said no-one had been injured
as a result of the blaze.

By Laura Corcoran
Chronicle Reporter

laura.corcoran@northantsnews.co.uk

There was black smoke
coming out of the
building and there were
lots of fire engines
– Eyewitness
Natalie Bartosiak

‘

■■ Firefighters cordon off The Drapery to the public while tackling the blaze in Bonds Beauty Salon, inset, the prop-
erty above Johnsons Dry Cleaners CE pictures by KELLY COOPER 091113KC

All the reaction to the
weekend sport as
Cobblers look to exploit
Grantham Town’s
weaknesses at Sixfields
and Saints face Saracens
at Franklin’s Gardens!
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your community –
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community


