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Artist sees off more than 1,000 rivals to take European title

Elvis fan
crowned
king of
tributes

AN ELVIS tribute artist
from Northamptonshire
was left all shook up
after beating off 1,000
rivals to be crowned
the European ‘King of
Kings'.

Simon Patrick, aged 35, tri-
umphed at the ‘Walk a Golden
Mile in My Shoes’ contest held
in Blackpool and will now
progress to the world finals to
be held in Elvis’ home town
Memphis, Tennessee later this
year.

He said: “It was amazing.
There were 1,200 Elvis fans,
and they got to vote, which
meant a lot more. I was abso-
lutely ecstatic.”

Mr Patrick, from Welling-
borough, thanked his mother
for his introduction to Elvis’
music and added: “Ever since
I was little I have listened
to Elvis songs played by my
mother Josephine.

“More often than not when I
was in the tub she used to have
Elvis music on in the back-
ground when I was playing
with my ducks. I remember
it as though it was yesterday.
Thirty years on she is still
playing the music.

“My mother has a big love
for Elvis — I thank her more
than anybody. When I am
down she keeps me going and
she is at every show. She also
tells me what I am doing wrong
and right. She is my number

By Laura Corcoran
Chronicle Reporter
laura.corcoran@northantsnews.co.uk

one supporter.”

Mr Patrick first realised he [

had a talent when his friend
Lee Brown noticed his like-
ness to the star.

He said: “Ten years ago he pSSES

said to me ‘just give it a go
—you have nothing to lose’. He
is now my manager.

“I have been doing this now

for a decade. Hopefully the the- best Elvis tribute artist in Europe

atres will be the next step.”

Last week fans celebrated
Elvis’ 75th birthday and when
performing Mr Patrick likes to
tell the story of Elvis through
song.

He added: “I don’t just do
one era, I tell the whole story. I
am not just a one trick pony.

“My favourite song from the
50s is Mean Woman Blues, 60s,
If I Can Dream and 70s, Hurt.”

The outfits used in his per-
formances are bought from a
company called BK Enterpris-
es in America, the same firm
that made the stage costumes
for The King himself.

As winner of the title Mr
Patrick gets £1,500 cash, a suit
of his choice from BK Enter-
prises and a chance to compete
in the world finals in Memphis
in August.

His next performance will
be on Saturday at the Monks
Park Working Men’s Club,
Northampton, from 8pm.

1. The seaside town of Blackpool is home to Eu-
rope’s largest Elvis impersonator contest and
convention: The Elvis European championships

2: The contest is held annually in early January
to coincide with Elvis’ birthday, this year the
event was held on January 8,9 and 10

3: Blackpool also features a busy Elvis Wedding
Chapel based at the Queens hotel on the south

promenade
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16, 1977.

4: Memphis, Tennessee will host the Elvis World
Championships in August

5: Fans of Elvis unite every August in Memphis
for the annual celebration that draws people
from around the world together.

6: Elvis Presley born January 8, 1935, died August

Simon Patrick has been crowned the ‘King of Kings’ at a competition to find the
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28th February 2010

Kettering Conference
Centre
10.30am -3.30pm

7th March 2010

Highgate House, Creaton
10.30am - 3.30pm

FASHION

SHOWCASES
11.30am and 1.30pm
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WIN £300 TOWARDS
YOUR WEDDING!

Come along on the day, register and

you will be entered into a free raffle to
win £300 to spend with any exhibitor
at either show.

To book a stand contact Exhibitions and
Events on: 01536 506123 or email us

at: et.exhibitions@northantsnews.co.uk

Sponsored by

Bonnie Brides & Grooms

Tel 01536 40313

www.bonniebridescorby.co.uk

Organised by

EVENING
Teleg'l' a;ph @ Northamptonshire Newspapers Ltd.

The Winter
Sale

Offers across
all depariments

> £2000 off

selected AGA cookers

Specialising in:
* Designer Kitchens
* Exclusive Bathrooms
* Beautiful Ceramic Tiles
* Aga Cookers

BELL

Bell & Company Lid,
Kingsthorpe Road,
Northampton NN2 6LT
Tel: 01604 777500
www.abell.co.uk




